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A glimpse into the creative heart of today’s
most talented sewing & quilting artists.
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You love fabrics.  You love sewing. Now the question is, how 
to pass along your passion to a new generation?  Technology, 
communications, education, well, the whole world has 
changed, so kids approach sewing from a different perspective. 
Enter the fabulous Jeannette Kitlan with Hello Sewing World. 
With Jeannette’s teaching experience and savvy quilt shop 
entrepreneur acumen, Jeannette stepped up and created a fun 
and colorful program to get kids excited about sewing.  

Long gone are the days of sewing a traditional apron or skirt. 
Jeannette’s Hello Sewing World program is the colorful roadmap 
with kids giddy to sew.

Kids treasure creative time, especially with you at their side. 
Sewing together creates cherished memories. 
Sew SCHMETZ and Grabbit® too!

Rhonda Pierce
Spokesperson, SCHMETZneedles.com
info@SCHMETZneedles.com

What Inspires
YOU to Sew?
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Rhonda and her first quilt. 
Hand quilted in 4th grade as a Pioneer Days project.
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Jeannette Kitlan
If you’re reading this, it’s probably because you LOVE TO SEW. 
 
Sewing is a very unique hobby, because it is different things 
for different people.  Think about it. Your particular sewing 
jam could be fashion sewing, home dec, competitive art 
quilts, quick gifts, ragged edge flannel blankets, or sewing 
pillowcases for the children’s ward at your local hospital.
  
Sewing is the ultimate snowflake hobby…because no two 
sewing enthusiasts are the same. Each one of us is unique and 
individual in what we choose to sew.

There is no question that sewing brings great joy, satisfaction 
and purpose to our lives. The burning question, the one that 
keeps Jeannette Kitlan up at night, is why haven’t we been 
able to pass this wonderful hobby on to the next generation?

Why aren’t more kids sewing?

Jeannette was born in 1955, during the "Golden Age of Home 
Sewing."  She went to a high school that had a state of the 
art Home Ec suite filled with slick new sewing machines and 
modern cooking stations with sparkling appliances.

2018 International Quilt Market
Houston TX
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Because she was a tall girl, Jeannette honed her sewing skills 
during high school, making pants that were long enough to 
fit properly. Of course, it didn’t hurt that her mother was the 
Home Ec teacher. 

Also, her father was not an ordinary dairy farmer. He raised 
grand champion dairy cows that won many ribbons and 
trophies. Those ribbons probably contributed to Jeannette’s 
competitive spirit.

In 1990, Jeannette opened The Children’s Sewing School in her 
home. At one point, she had over 40 kids coming to her house 
in groups of four for one hour sewing sessions. 

When a child completed a project, they received a shiny ribbon 
that said "I Made It Myself at the Children’s Sewing School."

In 1993, Jeannette returned to her home state of  Pennsylvania 
as a single mother with four school age kids.  She went on to 
open her quilt shop, Endless Mountains Quiltworks. In 2007, 
her shop was named one of "America’s Top Ten Quilt Shops" 
in Quilt Sampler magazine. In 2010, she was chosen as Woman 
Entrepreneur for Eastern Pennsylvania.
 
Endless Mountains Quiltworks was associated with Row by 
Row Experience from its earliest stages. Janet Lutz founded 
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the Row by Row Experience in 2011, and it quickly became 
the wildly popular summertime ultimate "shop hop" event.  
Participating shops create a pattern for a quilt row based on 
a theme. They offer the pattern for free to any quilt maker 
who visits their brick and mortar shop in person from June 21 
through Labor Day. The free pattern is a way of saying thank 
you for stopping in while traveling on your summer vacation. 
Quilting fans love to travel, explore new shops, and collect 
patterns along the way. It’s a lot of fun for everyone.

Jeannette was the state organizer when Row by Row test 
marketed the event in Pennsylvania. Today, thousands of quilt 
shops across the US, Canada, and Europe participate.

In 2015, Jeannette closed her store so she could take care of 
her aging mother, her original Home Ec teacher. During this 
time, several things came together in the universe, guiding 
Jeannette down a completely new path in the sewing 
world; one that would impact and open doors for the next 
generation. 

In 2016, soon after her mother passed away, she wrote a 
plan for a kid’s form of Row by Row. Inspired by the trend 
of "junior" versions of popular TV programs like Chopped 
Junior, Jeannette believed the time was right to launch Row 
by Row Junior.  She presented the concept to Janet Lutz who 
generously gave it a big thumbs up. 
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Row by Row Jr
Three friends from the Land of Yum.

Row by Row Junior was offered for the first time in the 
summer of 2017. It was the largest initiative of its kind ever 
attempted in the sewing industry with 913 shops across the 
US and Canada welcoming kids into their shops to collect a 
free pattern designed just for them.
 
Of course, earning a recognition ribbon had to be part of 
the Row by Row Junior program! All participating shops are 
furnished with colorful "I Made This" ribbons to give out when 
kids return to their shop with something made that uses a 
Junior pattern.

But the most important part of the Junior program is not the 
number of shops, the patterns, or the ribbons. It’s the fostering 

of intergenerational relationships and learning to sew at 
home. Spending a day with Grandma, going to the quilt shop, 
and stopping for ice cream on the way home could possibly 
be the best way for kids to fall in love with sewing!

Families can also find tons of free Junior resources on the 
www.rowbyrowexperience.com site.

Driven by her desire to help kids fall in love with sewing, 
Jeannette was also inspired by her sister, Kathy Goeringer, 
who happens to be an avid golfer. She told Jeannette about 
The First Tee organization. 
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Twenty-one years ago, the golf world asked this question …
"Why don’t more kids play golf?"

In 1997, a partnership among the LPGA, the Masters 
Tournament, the PGA of America, the PGA TOUR, and the 
USGA looked to make that question a thing of the past. To find 
the answer, they formed "The First Tee."

IMPACT, INFLUENCE, AND INSPIRE

Over the past 20 years, The First Tee has grown to reach millions 
of kids and teens. Our program helps kids build character and 
confidence, developing the core values and life skills that stay 
with them on and off the golf course.

Visit the First Tee website. It’s amazing and so inspirational. Two 
U.S. presidents were board members (https://thefirsttee.org/).

Jeannette knew this is what she wanted to do for sewing. 
Because, we are all asking the same question. "Why aren’t more 
kids sewing?"

She launched Hello Sewing World in late 2018 with Row by 
Row Junior as its founding partner. It’s a step toward having a 
First Tee equivalent for sewing. (www.hellosewingworld.com)

Hello Sewing World is a blog about school age kids learning to 
machine sew in the 21st Century. It's for parents, designers, and 
business leaders who want to raise kids who love to sew.

Generations in stitches.
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Hello Sewing World stories focus on the four C’s of 21st 

Century kids’ skill building: critical thinking, collaboration, 
communication, and creativity. They embrace STEM, 
encourage entrepreneurship, and provide inspiration for 
raising kids who love to sew. 

Learn more about Hello Sewing World at 
https://hellosewingworld.com/about-hello-sewing-world/ 
We’re still getting started so please subscribe to our newsletter 
to help us grow.

You can follow Hello Sewing World on Facebook too at
https://www.facebook.com/hellosewingworld/.

Then, one day, the local fish commissioner asked Jeannette 
if the annual Fishing Derby could be held at the pond on the 
family farm. The event was a huge success, and she watched 
the kids, with poles and tackle boxes bigger than they were, 
rush to the water’s edge with their parents to enjoy this new 
experience together. She wanted this for sewing too! 
   
Fishing Derby. Hmmm …. Why not a SEWING derby? 

It would be a perfect way to introduce sewing machines to 
kids in a fun, social way. Shops could host a Derby in their 
classrooms. Quilt guilds could hold a Derby as outreach at 
their next show. Moms could borrow an extra machine and 

Hello Sewing World. I Made This!
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invite neighborhood kids. How about a Sewing Derby as a 
birthday party theme! Yes!

Jeannette collaborated with Mattie Haines of Quiltsmart to 
custom design a fusible interfacing panel that would become 
the centerpiece of Sewing Derby. Using a panel like this with 
a set layout would get the kids into the "driver’s seat" at the 
machine faster.

Playing with fabric had to be a big part of the Sewing Derby 
event as well. But not in the Golden Age of Home Sewing 
way, where you assigned a project like a skirt or apron and 

then went to find fabric for that end use project. At a Sewing 
Derby, kids select from pre-cut fabric squares in lots of colors. 
They get to choose and arrange them the way they want, not 
because it’s appropriate for any finished project. Touching, 
feeling, interacting with fabric in this way is fundamental to 
"falling in love with fabric." Falling in love with sewing is sure 
to follow and that’s the goal!

Sewing Derby is an example of a fresh approach to learning to 
sew. It is process driven, not project driven. The little 9-Patch 
blocks the kids make are not meant to be anything more. They 
can be, but it’s only us adults who think so. 
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Sewing Derby takes a 21st Century kids approach:  use the 
technological device first, learn the process like a game with 
friends, and then apply it to your life. Finishing a project is for 
the future.

A Sewing Derby has so much to offer today’s kids.
 
Jeannette Kitlan may have grown up in the Golden Age 
of Home Sewing, but she has completely embraced the 
technology and attitudes of the 21st Century in her quest 
to raise kids who love to sew. Her over-achieving, out-of-
the-box thinking, along with her own love of sewing and 
decades of business acumen have come together to create a 
fresh approach to answer the question, "Why aren’t more kids 
sewing?"

Think about how much joy sewing has brought into your own 
life. What better gift could you possibly give to a child you 
love? The technology is awesome and the opportunities are 
boundless for today’s kids. 

Visit www.HelloSewingWorld.com and help to PASS IT ON!

— written by Rita Farro
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Needle
    Points     with  Rhonda

When you just want the essentials in life . . .

#3002
 Embroidery

Gold Embroidery
Embroidery 75/11
Embroidery 90/14

#3003
  Quilting

Quilting (Assorted)
Microtex 70/10
Microtex 80/12

The two most popular brands in the sewing industry are combined 
in the Sew Essentials Combo Value Pack - SCHMETZ Needles* and 
Grabbit® Magnetic Pin Cushion**. The Value Pack includes a useful 
informational card with needle tips and the SCHMETZ Color Code 

Chart. Available for a limited time and in limited colors.

 #3001
General

Jeans (Assorted)
Universal (Assorted)

Jersey (Assorted)



Needles don't last forever.

Change the needle!

Stitch quality improves & 
the sewing machine performs

better with a new needle!
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